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Amputation Reduction and Compassion (ARC) Act of 2025 (H.R. 307)
Take Action to Address Peripheral Artery Disease (PAD)

Peripheral Artery Disease (PAD) is caused by a buildup of plague on the artery walls, known as
atherosclerosis. The condition affects 10—12 million Americans who are over the age of 40 and is a
leading cause of amputation in the United States." If left untreated, PAD can lead to unnecessary limb
amputations and even death. Amputation rates are disproportionately higher among Black and Hispanic
adults, as well as individuals with lower incomes. Despite its global prevalence, nearly 70% of Americans
are unaware of PAD.2 A PAD diagnosis is associated with a 67% increased risk of cardiac death
compared to individuals without the condition.® Alarmingly, many amputations are performed without
prior vascular screening, despite available diagnostic and interventional tools. Standard testing for PAD
is low-cost whereas a single lower-limb amputations can exceed $100,000 with Medicare and Medicaid
covering a significant portion.* The annual economic burden of PAD is estimated at $233—414 billion.5

PAD-related amputations are largely preventable through early diagnosis and timely interventions, yet
patients who undergo such procedures face a significant decline in quality of life and a high risk of
mortality—ranging from 35-48% within the first year.® Urgent federal legislation is needed to expand
PAD screening to save lives, lower health care costs, and improve public education about risk factors
contributing to the disease.

Overview of the Amputation Reduction and Compassion (ARC) Act of 2025

Continuing the legacy of the late Congressman Donald Payne (D-NJ), the bipartisan Amputation
Reduction and Compassion (ARC) Act of 2025 (H.R. 307)—sponsored by Representatives LaMonica
Mclver (D-NJ), Jack Bergman (R-MI), Robin Kelly (D-IL), Thomas Kean (R-NJ) and Jonathan Jackson
(D-IL)y—aims to reduce preventable amputations and ensure that millions of Americans have access to
PAD screening at no additional cost. The bill would:

e Expand Medicare and Medicaid coverage for PAD screening among at-risk beneficiaries, without
cost-sharing requirements.

o Establish a national PAD education program in coordination with clinical and patient advocacy
organizations to raise awareness among healthcare providers and the public, with authorized
funding through 2030.

¢ Require HHS to identify and disseminate best practices for PAD management and treatment.

e Support development of quality measures under Medicare focused on reducing nontraumatic
lower-limb amputations by encouraging early diagnostic screening and alternative treatments.

e Create a pilot program to increase access to amputation prevention services, improve early
detection and care coordination, and reduce healthcare costs through enhanced PAD screening,
testing, treatment, and surveillance.

ENDORSEMENT: The Association of Black Cardiologists (ABC) supports the ARC Act of 2025 (H.R.
307). We urge Congress to pass this important measure as soon as possible to change and save lives.

About ABC: Founded in 1974, ABC is a nonprofit organization with a global membership, including health
professionals, community health advocates, and institutional members. The Association’s mission is to promote the
prevention and treatment of cardiovascular disease (CVD), including stroke, in Black populations and other groups
facing barriers to optimal health. Through education, research, partnerships, and advocacy, the Association works to
advance cardiovascular health and improve outcomes in communities nationwide.
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