
AHA Strategically Focused Research Network Diversity in Clinical Trials Grant

2023-24 Fellowship Opportunity

About the Network:
The DIVERSE Network, a collaboration between Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta, GA and
Stanford University School of Medicine in Stanford, California, is seeking exceptional candidates to
be part of the second Fellowship class in the American Heart Association Strategically Focused
Research Network (SFRN) on the Science of Diversity in Clinical Trials.

The fellowship is part of a ground-breaking $20 million research project to study the barriers to
ensuring people of diverse race and ethnicity are represented and included in clinical research trials,
identify best practices to overcome those barriers and determine how solutions can be implemented
across the research community that national teams of research scientists from 10 universities and
health care systems will lead. The Strategically-Focused Research Network on the Science of
Diversity in Clinical Trials of the American Heart Association, the world’s leading voluntary
organization dedicated to a world of longer, healthier lives, is funded in part by Pfizer and Gates
Ventures.

Location:
The 2023-24 successful candidate will be primarily located either at Morehouse School of Medicine
in Atlanta,GA or the Stanford University School of Medicine in Stanford, California.

Minimum Requirements:
Predoctoral Fellow

● Must be a full-time student working towards their degree and enrolled in a
post-baccalaureate Ph.D., M.D., D.O., D.V.M., Pharm.D., D.D.S., Dr.PH., or Ph.D. in
nursing or equivalent clinical health science doctoral degree program, who seeks
research training with a mentor prior to embarking upon a research career.

● At the time of award activation, the trainee must have completed initial coursework
and be at the stage of the program where he/she can devote full-time effort to
research or activities related to the development into an independent researcher or a
related career aimed at improving global cardiovascular health.

Postdoctoral Fellow
At the time of supplement activation:

● Must hold a post-baccalaureate Ph.D. degree or equivalent, or a doctoral-level clinical
degree, such as M.D., D.O., D.V.M., Pharm.D., D.D.S., Dr.Ph., Ph.D. in nursing, public
health, or other clinical health science., or equivalent clinical health science doctoral

● student who seeks research training with a mentor prior to embarking upon a research
career.

● May not be pursuing a doctoral degree.
● May have no more than five years of research training or experience since obtaining a

post-baccalaureate doctoral-level degree (excluding clinical training).
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● Will be expected to devote at least 80 percent of full-time work either to research or to
activities pursuant to independent research (instead of administrative, clinical duties
that are not an integral part of the research training program or teaching
responsibilities).

● May not hold faculty rank.
● Exceptions:

○ M.D. or M.D./Ph.D. with clinical responsibilities who needs instructor or similar
title to see patients, but who will devote at least 80% full-time to research
training.

○ R.N./Ph.D. with clinical appointment. Awardee will be expected to devote
his/her time to research or activities directly related to the development into an
independent researcher. All other eligibility criteria apply.

We are looking for a diverse entering class of individuals holding the M.D. or Ph.D degree with

About the Fellowship, Research Projects, and Training:
Fellows will work with world-renown researchers and educators from the Morehouse School of
Medicine in Atlanta and the Stanford University School of Medicine in Stanford, California and will be
part of two large research studies to identify the best strategies for including people of diverse
populations in clinical trials, focusing on African-American, Hispanic/LatinX, Asian/Pacific
Islander/Native Hawaiian, women, LGBTQ+, 75 years or older, and participants with disabilities and
dementia.

The first study is comparing six different strategies in 112 different clinical trials randomizing at the
site level across the country to determine which works best for different people. The second study
works with doctors in communities to find what they and their patients need most to participate in
clinical research trials.

Researchers will train community doctors to identify and remove barriers to health care access and
to enroll people in research trials which can help their patients have access to the latest therapies.
The instructions and resources developed for community doctors and hospitals will be made widely
available to health care professionals outside the study area. Additionally, the team will form a

network of leading pharmaceutical companies, technology companies and minority health care
institutions to work together to make clinical trials more inclusive.

The fellowship will be led by Hannah Valantine, MD, Fatima Rodriguez, MD MPH, Pricilla Pemu,
MBBS, MSCR, and Eldrin Lewis, MD MPH, who serves as the grant Center Director.  The project
leadership includes Melvin Echols, MD, Latha Palaniappan, MD MS, Paul Wang, MD, Anekwe
Onwuanyi, MD, Muhammed Idris, PhD, Marcia L. Stefanick PhD, Muhammed Idris, PhD, Marcia
Stefanick, PhD, Peter Poullos, MD, and VJ Periyakoil, MD.
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The goal of the one or two-year fellowship is to train and develop the cardiovascular clinical research
leaders of tomorrow. The training program will include an individualized development plan including
mentorship, didactics, mentored research, and hands-on experiences in clinical trial design,
operations, and execution. For candidates interested in academic careers, dedicated additional
training is incorporated including clinical research conduct and leadership, grant writing, and core
analytic/biostatistical skills, with mentorship from leaders in their fields at Morehouse and Stanford.

The program will integrate elements from Morehouse’s and Stanford's broad and deep portfolio of
academic offerings and provide the ability to audit academic courses and access resources at both
institutions. A high level of academic output is expected to be a full-time fellowship. Fellows are
positioned to be future leaders through comprehensive training and national and international
collaborations.

The expected start date is July 1, 2023 but is flexible.

Applicants should email CV to Kira Clark at kirac@stanford.edu.


